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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:  

The Faculty of Engineering supports a number of student competition teams including the University of  

Manitoba ¼ Scale Tractor Team organized through the student group the University of Manitoba 

Association of Tiny Tractors (UMATT). These teams provide an excellent opportunity for students to 

learn leadership and teamwork skills as well as learning how to apply the theories learnt in courses to 

practical problems. The UMATT has participated in the ¼ Scale Tractor competitions since 2010 and has 

a record of success and innovation in this competition.   

During these competitions, students have an opportunity to meet with prominent engineers and 

engineering students from all around North America, exchanging ideas and establishing a network that 

can be a lifetime benefit. As well as gaining confidence in public speaking and technical writing, the 

research and communication skills developed during the planning and execution stage provide an 

invaluable experience to our team members.  

To design and produce the competition vehicle and then travel to this event requires a great deal of 

financial support and relies on the generosity of others to make it successful.  

The Faculty of Engineering is pleased to support the ¼ Scale Tractor Team each year through the 

Engineering Endowment Fund to help offset the competition cost. I encourage you to consider 

supporting this year’s ¼ scale tractor team and the partner with the Faculty of Engineering in helping to 

train the best engineers for the future of Manitoba.   

Your support is greatly appreciated.  

Sincerely,  

 
Jonathan Beddoes, Ph.D., P.Eng.  

Dean of Engineering  

University of Manitoba  

  





Dear Prospective Sponsor, 
 

Allow me to introduce the University of Manitoba Association of Tiny Tractors, UMATT. Each year we design, build, and test a 

tractor, beginning with only an engine and set of rear tires. We then travel and compete at the ASABE International Quarter Scale 

Tractor Competition every June in Peoria, Illinois. 
 

As a members of the team, UMATT students gain experience in design, manufacturing and problem solving as well as leadership, 

project management and time management. UMATT complements the education gained formally in class with real life application 

of the concepts taught.  Being a member of a student design team also allows students to gain hands on experience and 

technical skills that cannot be obtained in a classroom setting. Combined with the knowledge from coursework, UMATT allows 

team members to further their interests and skills as they work towards becoming an engineer. 
 

Our team had an excellent year at competition this past June, maintaining our 9th place finish for the 3rd year in a row. This year’s 

team has been working hard since competition ended to make this our best year yet, and we ask for your help to accomplish our 

goals.  
 

Sponsorship is essential for purchasing the necessary items for our tractor as well as for industry guidance and resources. Any 

donation is invaluable to our team and greatly appreciated. We would be honoured to represent you as a member of our team 

throughout the year and at competition.   

 

Thank you kindly. 
 

Sincerely, 

Tanner Giesbrecht 

Treasurer 

 
 
 
“The ¼ scale tractor project provides an excellent opportunity for students to leverage their education and hone their skills in the design and 
development of a tangible product … it is a great learning exercise. It gives MacDon an opportunity to support students directly, and a forum to 
interact with future engineering leaders.” 

 -John Wright, P.Eng., Director of Engineering, MacDon Industries Ltd. 
 
“UMATT has allowed me to gain hands-on engineering experience in both the design and fabrication aspects of this team. This experience has 
complemented my studies and allowed me to gain a better understanding of manufacturing processes used in the industry. UMATT is continuing 
to benefit me as a student, as well as a future engineer.” 

 -Matt Stephens, UMATT Alumnus 
 
“I find it exciting working with the students on the quarter scale tractor team. It is especially gratifying seeing them pull together as a team when 
their plans don’t work as expected. It is a real maturing process for students, as the returning members step up to take on the leadership 
responsibilities.” 

 -Don Petkau, UMATT Faculty Advisor 
 
“Sponsors make this experience possible. Without donations and industry participation, teams like UMATT could not exist.”   
         -Tyler Whettell, UMATT Alumnus 
 
“The practical skills you learn from being a part of UMATT is incredibly valuable, to an employer it shows that you are investing in your future 
and that you are committed to growing and developing as an Engineer. You develop not only the hands-on experience but team work, project and 
time management as well as the exposure to the Agricultural industry which is a key skill set MacDon looks for when recruiting.” 

 -Debbie Tabor, Former Manager of Recruitment and Retention, MacDon Industries Ltd. 



 

PLATINUM: $5000.00 + 
✓Company logo on display board at all publicity events 

✓Company logo and web-link on team website 

✓Company logo on tractor (8”x8”) 

✓Team photo with the finished tractor for promotional use 

 Plus! 

✓Company logo on all team clothing and promotional material 

✓Company promotional material on display at all publicity events * 

✓Company name will be mentioned at all publicity events 

✓Pictures and video coverage available for promotional purposes 

✓Finished tractor available at request for company events ** 

 

GOLD: $2500.00 + 
✓Company logo on display board at all publicity events 

✓Company logo and web-link on team website 

✓Company logo on tractor (6”x6”) 

✓Team photo with the finished tractor for promotional use 

 

SILVER: $1000.00 + 
✓Company logo on display board at all publicity events 

✓Company logo and web-link on team website 

✓Company logo on tractor (4”x4”) 

✓Team photo with the finished tractor for promotional use 

 

BRONZE: $500.00 + 
✓Company logo on display board at all publicity events 

✓Company logo and web-link on team website 

 

TEAM SUPPORTER 

✓Name on display board at all publicity events 

✓Name on team website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* Company must provide promotional material 

** Adequate notification required. Not applicable during competitions. 



THE TEAM 
UMATT is a student design group at the University of Manitoba consisting of 
members from a number of unique disciplines including Agriculture, Engineering, 
Business, and even Geological Sciences. We look forward to learning and having fun 
during all stages of the project, meeting students with similar interests from our 
university and from other universities across North America, and learning about the 
agricultural equipment industry. 
 

THE COMPETITION 
The next annual ASABE International 1/4 Scale Tractor Design Competition will be 
held in 2018 from May 31st - June 3rd in Peoria, Illinois. The competition itself 
involves four major components: a report, a presentation, a static design judging 
event, and a performance evaluation. The report serves as an outline for our design, 
and explains the reasoning behind our design. During the presentation portion we 
are effectively marketing our design to a panel of judges—designs are evaluated 
based on cost, safety, serviceability, and manufacturability. The static design judging 
event invites professionals to assess our design on industry standards in 
manufacturability, serviceability, ergonomics, and safety. The final section of the 
competition tests the performance of our design: a progressive weight sled tests our 
design’s pulling capabilities, an obstacle course tests the maneuverability of our 
design, and the effectiveness of our brakes are tested at with the tractor weighted 
on an incline. Points and awards are given for each category as well as for overall 
performance. 

TEAM GOALS 
2018 will mark the 9th consecutive year of participation for UMATT. Along the 
way we have gained invaluable experience to help us outline realistic and achievable 
goals for the upcoming competition: 

• Compete with a professional looking, well designed, innovative and marketable tractor 

• Advance overall placement by improving in design judging and presentation while maintaining performance in the pulls.  

• Prepare team members for future careers by exposing them to team design challenges found in industry 
 

THE BENEFITS OF SPONSORSHIP 
By sponsoring our tractor team for the 2018 competition, your company is contributing to our education, personal development, and 
career advancement. The support our sponsors provide goes towards the development of the team and creation of our tractor. Our team 
greatly appreciates the efforts and donations from our sponsors and in turn takes every opportunity to promote and recognize them as 
valued team members. In return, our sponsors have the satisfaction of knowing that their contributions are supporting the development 
of students’ personal interests, careers, and education. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Preferred Method of Contact (circle at least one):  Telephone  E-mail 

 

 
Monetary Donation: 

We/I would like to sponsor the University of Manitoba Association of Tiny Tractors (UMATT) 

for the amount of $ ____________ for the current academic year. 

 

 
In-kind Donation: 

We/ I would like to make the following in-kind donation(s) to The University of Manitoba 

Association Tiny Tractors (UMATT) for the current academic year: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 



CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 

Scott Symons 
Bill Heard 

Team Co-Captains 
 

Tanner Giesbrecht 
Treasurer 

 

You can reach us at: 
umattinfo@gmail.com 

 
 

Additionally, you can reach our advisors: 
 

 
 
 

 

For more details on the competition please visit: 
http://www.asabe.org/membership/preprofessionalsstudents/14-scale-comp.aspx 

Dr. Donald Petkau, Ph.D., P.Eng. 

petkau@cc.umanitoba.ca 

Ph.: (204) 474-7443 

Fax: (204) 474 -7512 

Dr. Danny Mann, Ph.D., P.Eng. 

danny.mann@umanitoba.ca 

Ph.: (204) 474-7149 

Fax: (204) 474 -7512 

E-mail: umattinfo@gmail.com | Website: www.umatt.org | Fax: (204) 474-7512 
E2-376 Engineering Information Technology Complex | University of Manitoba | Winnipeg, Manitoba | R3T 5V6 

 


