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November 15, 2011 

 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

 

Speaking as Head of the Department of Biosystems Engineering, I am pleased that the 

University of Manitoba will once again have an entry in the  Scale Tractor Competition next 

June in Peoria, IL. Competitions such as the  Scale Tractor Competition are intended to help 

students develop skills that will enable them to be successful as they transition from the 

university environment to the world of industry.  Quite frankly, these competitions provide an 

experience that we cannot duplicate within the constraints of traditional courses.   

 

I am especially excited that the team is interdisciplinary in nature with students from Biosystems 

Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Computer Engineering, and several programs from the 

Faculty of Agricultural & Food Sciences (Diploma, Ag Business, Agronomy and Animal 

Systems). Because of the interdisciplinary nature of this team, the students are poised to learn 

life-long lessons about working together with individuals having different academic backgrounds. 

 

As you are well aware, designing and fabricating a new product costs money.  Traveling to the 

competition in Peoria is another significant cost faced by this team.  The Department of 

Biosystems Engineering supports the activities of the  Scale Tractor Team by providing i) 

access to design space, storage space, and fabrication space (including the tools present in the 

shop); ii) access to a faculty advisor; and iii) office support (i.e., photocopying, administration of 

funds).  Despite these in-kind contributions, the success of the Team depends on the generosity 

of sponsors.  Any donation (money, goods, or services) that you are able to provide is greatly 

appreciated.  Cash donations to the University of Manitoba are tax receiptable. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank you for taking time to consider this request.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Danny Mann, Ph.D., P.Eng. 

Professor & Head 

Faculty of Agricultural 

and Food Sciences 

Department of Biosystems Engineering 

E2-376 EITC 

Winnipeg MB  R3T 5V6 

CANADA 

Tel:  204-474-6033 

Fax: 204-474-7512  



U of M Association of Tiny Tractors
E2-376 EITC 
University of Manitoba

 

Winnipeg, MB 
R3T 5V6  
 
Dear Prospective Sponsor, 
 
As the Captain of the UMATT tractor team I am writing on behalf of our team to 
thank past sponsors and encourage new sponsors.  Our previous goal of attending 
and competing in the ASABE International 1/4 Scale Tractor Competition was 
deemed a success.  We contribute both hard work and a close relationship with our 
sponsors to our best place finish, 5th overall, at last year’s competition.  The compe-
tition was held in Peoria, IL and attracted 24 teams from across North America.  All 
tractors were designed and built from scratch and judged on design, serviceability, 
safety, manufacturability and overall performance.  As a returning school with an ex-
perienced team we were able to finish within the top 5 for the first time in school his-
tory.  As well we were awarded both Best Appearance and Best Craftsmanship at the 
competition.   
 
We are excited to build upon the experience gained at last year’s competition.  As 
per regulations this year’s tractor must be built from scratch.  We have gained 
both experience and inspiration from the design of last year’s tractor and look to 
build and improve for our current design.   
 
Our team relies on our sponsors who generously donate their time, knowledge, and 
resources to help our team succeed.  Sponsors are recognized as vital members of 
our team and are   promoted by our team at competition. 
 
We look forward to having your company as part of our team for this year’s competi-
tion.   
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Tyler Whettell 
UMATT Captain  
 

E -mail:  umattinfo@gmail.com - Website: www.umatt.org - Fax: (204) 474 7512  
E2-376 ENGINEERING AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMPLEX - UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA - WINNIPEG, MB - R3T 5V6 
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** Adequate notification required. Not applicable during 
competitions. 

Sponsorship Levels

P
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$5
00

0.
00

+

 Company logo on tractor (8”x8”) 

 Company logo and link on team homepage 

 Company logo on all team clothing and promo onal material 

 Company promo onal material on display at all publicity events * 

 Company name will be men oned at all publicity events 

 Pictures and video coverage available for promo onal purposes 

 Team photo with the nished tractor for promo onal use 

Finished tractor available at request for company events ** 

G
ol

d:
$2

50
0.

00
+  Company logo on tractor (6”x6”) 

 Company logo and link on team homepage 

 Team photo with the nished tractor for promo onal use 

 Company logo on tractor (4”x4”)  
 Company logo and link on team website 

 Team photo with the nished tractor for promo onal use 

Company logo on tractor (4”x4”)

Company logo and link on team website

Team photo with the nished tractor for promo onal use

Si
lv

er
:

$1
00

0.
00

+

Bronze:
$500.00+

Team 
Supporter

 Company logo  
on display board 
 at all publicity events 

 Company logo and  
link on team website 

 Name on display board 

 Name on Team Website 
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About Us
This year’s ¼ scale tractor team is comprised of students from various university departments: 
biosystems engineering, mechanical engineering, electrical and agriculture. The 2012 ASABE ¼ Scale 
Tractor Design Compe on will be held from June 2 to June 5, 2012, in Peoria, Illinois. We look forward 
to having fun during all stages of the project, mee ng students with similar interests from our University 
and from other universi es across North America, and learning about the agricultural equipment 
industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Competition
The competition involves four segments: a      
report, a team presentation, a static design  
judging, and a performance evaluation. The    
report outlines our design—its strengths and the 
logic behind our designs. Design drawings, design   
details, and an explanation of testing and         
development, as well as a cost analysis form the 
report. For the team presentation we must sell 
our design to a panel of judges. Designs are 
evaluated on the aspects of safety, serviceability, 
and manufacturability of the tractor. The third 
aspect of the competition is the static design 
judging. Tractors are assessed for                
manufacturability, serviceability, ergonomics, and 
safety. The final section of the competition is a 
performance evaluation of our tractor. In this 
section a miniature progressive weight sled is 
pulled, the maneuverability of the tractor is 
evaluated, and the effectiveness of the brakes is 
tested. Points and awards are given in each  
category as well as for overall performance. 

 
As the third consecutive year that our team 
will be competing, we now have ideas to build 
on from previous years. The competition is 
judged heavily on the professionalism of the 
tractor design. Our main goal for this year is 
to produce a professional looking, well       
designed, innovative, and marketable tractor. 
We are planning to spend more time          
designing the tractor, and to have a full     
design before manufacturing begins. Overall, 
our goal is to allow students to exercise their 
creativity and practical skills. The extra-
curricular team setting will provide an        
opportunity for all students involved, to learn 
and have fun while doing so. The experience 
gained as a member of the team provides a 
professional environment that will prepare 
students for their future careers, by exposing 
them to the design problems and hard work 
involved in industry. 

 
By sponsoring our team for the 2012     
competition you will be contributing to our 
education, personal development, and     
career advancement. The support which our 
sponsors provide goes towards the          
development and creation of our tractor. 
Our team greatly appreciates the efforts and 
donations from our sponsors and in turn 
takes every opportunity to promote and  
recognize them as valued team members. 
Sponsorship benefits can include having 
your company logo and name on our team 
shirts, sponsorship display board, and more. 
Most important, our sponsors have the    
satisfaction of knowing that their            
contributions will be supporting the         
development of students’ personal lives,  
careers, and education. 
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Contribution Statement
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Company Name: ______________________________ 
Contact Name: ______________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________ 
E-mail: ______________________________ 

    Address: ______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

y n

Preferred method of contact: Telephone  E-mail 

We/I would like to sponsor 
the University of Manitoba Association Tiny Tractors (UMATT)  
for the amount of $__________ for the current academic year.  

We/I would like to make the following in-kind donations(s) to 
The University of Manitoba Association Tiny Tractors (UMATT) for the current 
academic year: 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

If you have any ques ons regarding in-kind sponsorship, please contact the UMATT Faculty Advisor, Mr. Don 
Petkau P. Eng, at (204) 474-7443. 

Thank you for your me and considera on. UMATT is a non-pro t organiza on. A receipt will follow all sponsors 
and dona ons so the appropriate tax deduc ons can be made. Please make cheques payable to “University of 
Manitoba” (memo: UM Associa on of Tiny Tractors) and return with this form to:   

University of Manitoba Associa on Tiny Tractors 
Faculty of Engineering 
Room E2-376 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5V6 

THANK 
YOU!



 

PLEASE TEAR OUT & MAIL

PLEASE TEAR OUT & MAIL



 
 

 
 
 

Tyler Whettell  
Sarah Yeo  

Team Captains  
 
 

Myra Mackie  
Sponsorship Chair  

 
 Reach us at:

 
umattinfo@gmail.com 

 
Mr. Don Petkau  

Advisor 
petkau@cc.umanitoba.ca 

Ph: (204) 474 -7443 
Fax: (204) 474 -7512 
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