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Welcome Back! 
 

Tiny Tractors has been on hold for the past few 

months but we’re looking to make a comeback! In 

this issue we will talk about UMATT’s 2014 

competition results, the huge influx of new 

members, the new team structure, the new 

challenges we face, as well as our plans for the 

future. 

But first, we would like to take this opportunity 

to thank our returning sponsors and to welcome any 

new sponsors to the UMATT family. Without your 

support, none of this would be possible. 

 

2014 Competition Results 
 

The full details on the competition results can be 

found on the ASABE website. Below is a summary 

of those results: 

 

 Overall, we tied for 24
th 

place (out of 27) 

 Written Design, we tied for 5
th

  

 Team Presentation, we placed 12
th

 

 Design Judging, we placed 21
st
 

 For the Tractor Pull, we placed 24
th

 

 Lastly, for Maneuverability we tied for 13
th

 

 

It goes without saying that these results in no 

way reflect the persistence, or the tenacity, of our 

team. Through every failure and every obstacle, we 

did our best to fix the situation. Despite our 

transmission not co-operating with us we still tried 

all four of the pulling events. In our efforts Penelope 

XIV had to be fork lifted from the track twice. 

We are definitely looking to improve on those 

numbers for the 2014-2015 year and take home the 

most improved award. 

 

 
2014 ASABE ¼ Scale Tractor Competition 
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October Recruitment 
 

A new year brings new opportunities for 

improvement. Last month UMATT was actively 

recruiting new members from all over the faculty of 

engineering. 

 

 
UMATT General Meeting (Oct. 9) 

On a positive note, our recruitment process 

proved to be very successful as we have over 50 

new and returning members of various programs 

and years joining UMATT this year. 

 

New Team Structure 
 

With this huge influx of new members, the 

UMATT council has decided to organize the team 

using a different approach than previous years. This 

year, the team will be divided into two major 

sections: Mechanical and Structural. 

The team structure will still be similar to last 

year where there are multiple sub-sections, however 

these sub-sections now fall under one (or both) of 

the two major sections. With this structure we hope 

to improve communications between sub-sections 

such as the frame sub-section and the steering sub-

section. 

 

 

 

2015 UMATT Team Structure 

 Mechanical Structural 

Ballasts  ✓ 

Brakes ✓ 

Drive-train ✓  

Electrical ✓  

Ergonomics  ✓ 

Frame ✓ 

Steering ✓ 

Wheelie Bars  ✓ 

 

New Challenges 

 

In September, there were rumors of a new and 

challenging competition event—the durability track. 

ASABE has since confirmed this event when they 

released the 2015 edition of the Rules and 

Regulations late October. Unfortunately, they 

haven’t provided very much information in regards 

to this new event. 

All we know is that there will be a 250 foot oval 

track with 80 feet of a random array of 2.5 inch 

bumps, 80 feet of 8 inch deep sand, 8 laps, a 

maximum speed of 4 mph, a 12 minute time limit, 

and a 4 wheel cart of about 1500 lbs being pulled 

from behind. 

 
Artist’s rendition of the durability track (brown represents bump 

track, yellow represents sand). 
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Rest assured our team is hard at work in 

researching how this track will affect the overall 

performance and ultimately the design of Penelope. 

 

Plans for the Future 
 

As of right now, we are approaching the end of 

our major design phase. Our Mechanical and 

Structural leaders are working hard to coordinate 

their respective members and finish their designs. 

Our goal is to have much of the frame and drive-

train designs complete by November 17 in 

preparation for our upcoming sponsor design 

review. After which we will optimize our designs 

and get ready to order parts. 

We plan to have all frame and drive-train parts 

ordered by December 1
st
—before the final exam 

rush. This way we will have parts in to build and test 

during the winter break. 

On the administrative side of things, our 

sponsorship chair is working hard to organize as 

well as maintain relationships with both new and 

returning sponsors. Our sponsorship brochure 

should be available on the website soon. 

 

-- 

 

Be sure to read the December issue for results on the 

design review, part orders, sponsorship updates and 

more! 

 

 


