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Welcome! 
 

November was a busy month for UMATT with 

the design review, and finishing up major designs. 

In this issue we will talk about the design review, 

where we’re headed in the coming months, and shop 

safety. 

 

 
The design so far (As of Nov. 27). 

November Design Review 
 

Overall, the design review was a success. It 

started off with a short presentation on the 

competition and some of the changes that were 

made (including the durability test). After that, 

section leaders presented their designs individually 

and received immediate feedback. Feedback was 

mostly positive with emphasis on designing for 

structural strength, manufacturability, and 

accessibility. Designs have already undergone 

changes based on recommendations from this 

review. We hope to have our first set of parts 

ordered by December 8
th

. Further details on 

deadlines are highlighted in the next section. 

But first, UMATT would like to extend a big 

thank you to MacDon, Extreme Machine, as well as 

numerous alumni that came out to the design 

review. Your feedback and expertise is valuable to 

the success of our team and its member’s growth. 

With the success of this past design review, we 

are definitely thinking having additional reviews 

later in the build. 

 

 
A list of other things that need to be designed. 
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Looking Ahead 
 

Last month, we established a list of deadlines or 

milestones that estimate where the team should be 

and what we should be doing in the next few 

months: 

 

 MacDon frame order December 8
th

 (Pushed 

forward from Dec. 1
st
) 

 Mechanical design done January 18
th

 

 Drive-train running February 1
st
 

 Ergonomics done February 1
st
 

 Ballast design done February 22
nd

 

 Tractor built and running March 29
st
 

 

 
List of deadlines so far (in purple). 

By monitoring these deadlines, we hope the 

team as a whole will be more aware of what needs to 

be done and by when. 

 

Shop Safety 
 

In other news, our advisor, Dr. Donald Petkau 

has been busy revolutionizing shop safety standards 

here at the University of Manitoba. In other words, 

before you can work in the machine shop you must 

meet a certain criteria. This includes but is not 

limited to: completion of online safety workshops, 

mandatory safety training, and training on how to 

use specialized equipment. He is also planning to 

create laminated instructions by all equipment which 

will inform the proper way to use shop machinery. 

Most of the team has already been processed 

and should be ready by the time we start building. 

 

-- 

 

Be sure to read the January issue for updates on 

parts, the build, sponsorship and more! 

 

 
 


