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Welcome! 
 

UMATT has been very busy this past month 

with the increased shop days. Our website has 

numerous photos of our activities during said shop 

days for anyone who is interested. 

In this issue, we will review our milestones, talk 

about a couple of the events that happened in the 

month of January, and talk about preliminary 

testing. 

 

Milestones 
 

With increased shop days, we have been able to 

meet many of our goals. To give a quick review of 

our milestones, we planned to have: 

 

 Mechanical design finished by Jan. 18
th

 

 Ergonomics design finished by Feb. 1
st
 

 A rolling chassis and the drive-train running 

by Feb. 1
st
 

 Ballasts design finished by Feb. 22
nd

 

 Tractor built and running March 29
th

 

 

As it stands, we have missed one of our major 

milestones (having a rolling chassis and drive-train 

running by Feb. 1
st
) as we are waiting on a supplier 

for a very important drive-train component. But that 

didn’t stop us from running the engine on Feb. 1
st
. 

More on this will be discussed later. 

 

Events 
 

 
Agricultural Recruitment Meeting. 

The month of January saw a couple of major 

events; Agricultural Recruitment, and MacDon Info. 

Night. The events were mostly informative in 

nature. In the future, we hope to have more fun and 

engaging events—perhaps racing with baja... 

 

Agricultural Recruitment 
 

The reason we had an agricultural based 

recruitment was to get more agriculture students 

involved with the tractor team (or at least make them 

aware that there was one). We believe that the 
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knowledge and experience our agricultural friends 

have can bring new insight and give us different 

perspectives on how we design tractors. 

 

MacDon Info. Night 
 

 
MacDon Info. Night. 

As for the MacDon Info. Night, we had 

representatives from MacDon Industries come out 

and give some inspirational talks about the 

agriculture industry and why being on student 

design teams like UMATT looks good to employers. 

It’s the small interactions like these that give 

Macdon the edge when hiring students. And it is 

also why a number of UMATT alumni work for 

MacDon. We can’t thank them enough for their 

continued support of this organization over the 

years. 

 

Preliminary Drive-train Testing 
 

We had our first engine test very recently on 

February 1
st
. The team worked from 9 a.m. to 

around 5 p.m. to get the engine and drive-train 

components prepared for testing. This included 

cutting metal tubes, welding up the base for a test 

stand, drilling holes to mount test equipment, as well 

as grinding some sharp edges. 

 

 
Drive-train tensioner installed. 

Initially we had some difficulties with the test 

stand, and once that was resolved we had some 

trouble with the tensioner. After that we were 

stricken with misfortune with 4 dead batteries. 

Finally, after many hours of struggle (and after we 

found a “working” battery), the engine turned over 

and started up. After seeing the initial test results, 

our team captain had this to say: 

 

“Now I can go home happy.” 

– Mathew Stephens, 

UMATT Team Captain 
 

-- 

 

Be sure to read the March issue for updates on 

testing, sponsorship, the UMATT Winter Classic 

and more! 

 

 


