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Welcome! 
 

A lot of things have happened during the month 

of April; reports have been submitted, parts have 

been ordered, and are being put together. We have 

even begun plans of the dreaded cables! It is clear 

that we are much farther in the build than previous 

years. Although, before we get ahead of ourselves, 

there is still a lot of work to be done before 

competition. 

In this issue we welcome our newest sponsor, 

John Deere. In addition, we will give an update on 

parts, the build, and shop days. 

 

John Deere 
 

 
A John Deere tractor. 

First off, we would like to give a warm welcome 

to our newest Silver sponsor, John Deere. To give a 

little background, a small group from John Deere 

Canada (Western Distribution Centre) recently 

showed interest in our team and even paid us a visit 

in February 2015. During the month of April, we 

received a letter and a $1000 cheque agreeing to 

sponsor UMATT for the 2014-2015 year. We are 

very excited in the partnership with John Deere 

Canada with their extensive resources and all around 

expertise. We look forward to working with John 

Deere in the future. 

 

Update on the Build 
 

 
Installing the tractor seat. 

As of May 1
st
, we are still missing the rear axle 

tubes! We’ve talked to the machinists for these 

parts; they are working very hard to get our parts, 

and other customer’s parts finished. They said they 

can get it done within a week and we hope these 

parts will be in by the first or second week of May. 
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If all else fails, we may have to find another 

machinist. 

 

 
Hitch welded in our metal shop. 

We have also received our reinforced hitch from 

MacDon, our brake rotors from Extreme Machine 

and are waiting on another order from Brunswick 

Steel. In addition to these major orders, we’ve also 

made periodic part orders from McMaster Carr for 

small things like bolts, weld nuts, and other 

miscellaneous items. 

 

 
Brake rotors & discs. 

It goes without saying that UMATT’s part 

ordering system could use some more organization. 

Normally, we gather a list of items we wish to 

purchase on a purchase order and hand it over to the 

department. This becomes a problem when we 

forget to order something and end up having one or 

two item on a single piece of paper. We are working 

to make them more of an organized bundle rather 

than spread out over a number of days. Perhaps this 

will be a goal for future years. 

With that said, we would like to thank Liezel 

and Debby for their hard work organizing many of 

our messy orders in addition to their other 

administrative duties to the faculty. 

 

Shop Days 
 

It’s the final stretch! Shop days are being held 

almost every day for the month of May as the 

competition is fast closing and there is a lot of work 

left to be done; including (but not limited to) brake 

lines, electrical wiring harness, painting, etc. 

So far the schedule has been: Monday to Friday 

from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday from 11 a.m. to 9 

p.m., and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. with the 

occasional day off in between. Visitors are always 

welcome to come to the shop during these shop 

times to check out the build. The best time to come 

in is probably weekends around Noon. However, if 

anyone is interested scheduling a particular time, 

they can always do so through our email. 

 

 
A UMATT visitor looking at the ergonomics of the tractor. 

Once again, we would like to thank our sponsors for 

supporting us. Without you, we would not be where 

we are today. 
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-- 

 

Be sure to read the final installment of Tiny Tractors 

Monthly for this competition year (the June issue) 

for updates on the build, testing, sponsorship, the 

competition, and more! 

 

 


