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The End… 
 

The competition banquet marked the year-end 

of this student design team. It was a great year 

overall for the team. We were farther ahead (in 

terms of designing and building) than in previous 

years, we participated in competition with minimal 

technical difficulties (tractor breaking down, laptops 

not working, etc.—we brought 4 laptops just in 

case!), and we returned home safely with a fully 

functioning tractor. Now, if that’s not success then I 

don’t know what is! 

In this issue we will discuss the results of the 

competition, talk a little about the transition into 

next year, and finished it off with a word for our 

sponsors. 

 

 
Competition photos at the competition banquet. 

The Competition Results 
 

 
Penelope 15 at the 2015 ASABE International 

1/4 Scale Tractor Student Design Competition. 

 

Summary of Results: 

 Overall, we place 14
th
 out of 28 teams—up 10 

ranks from last year! 

 Passed general teching on the first day! 

 Passed sound teching on the first try! 

 Participated in all performance events including 

maneuverability—for the first time in 3 years! 

 10
th
, 11

th
, and 12

th
 in pulls! 

 Came home with a fully functioning tractor! 

 Scored lower in reports and presentations 

compared to previous years 

 Tied with 16 other teams for last in durability 
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Again, it was a great year for the team. But, of 

course, there’s definitely room for improvement. 

Our team has already been talking about how we can 

improve our build, organization, etc. and become a 

more effective team for future years. 

 

UMATT’s Legacy 
 

  
Remembering & preserving our team’s roots. 

There will come a time when veteran members 

move on (graduate) in their careers leaving younger 

members to take the podium. This is always a 

challenge for design teams of any nature. Veteran 

members have to trust that they have passed down 

enough knowledge to younger members in order for 

them to succeed. And, conversely, younger 

members have to trust that they have learned what is 

necessary to succeed in their colleague’s footsteps. 

Depending on how things go, it could mean the 

exciting new beginning, or the unfortunate end, of a 

team. 

 

 
2015-2016 council (you know who you are). 

 

Hopefully this team will continue to produce 

excellence, be recognized throughout the world, and 

receive support for many years to come. 

 

 
UMATT’s 2015 Competition Representatives (minus Petkau). 

Concluding Remarks 
 

We would like to thank sponsors and numerous 

other supporters who continue to recognize the value 

student design teams like UMATT offer to students, 

industries, and various other organizations. Without 

your support, none of this would be possible. We 

welcome you to join us again in the upcoming year. 

 

Thank you: 
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 The Stephens Family 

 Tyler Whettell 

 GTS Sign Design 

 

-- 

 

The next volume of TTM will resume fall 2015. 

 

 


